
Navigating Child Find: A Guide for Parents

As a parent of a student with special needs, navigating the educational landscape can sometimes
feel overwhelming. One crucial resource you should be aware of is "Child Find." This program plays
a significant role in ensuring your child receives the support and services they need to thrive in
school. Let's break down what Child Find is, how it works, and how it impacts your kiddo.

What is Child Find?

Child Find is a component of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a federal law
that ensures students with disabilities receive free and appropriate public education tailored to their
individual needs. The purpose of Child Find is to identify, locate, and evaluate children who may
have disabilities and need special education services. This program applies to children from birth
through age 21 and encompasses a wide range of developmental stages.

How Does Child Find Work?

The Child Find process involves several key steps:

1. Identification: Schools and other educational agencies are required to actively seek out
children who may have disabilities. This can include children enrolled in public, private, or
home schools, as well as those who are homeless or wards of the state.

2. Referral: If a parent or professional suspects that a child may have a disability, they can
refer the child for evaluation.

3. Evaluation: Once a referral is made, the school is required to conduct a comprehensive
evaluation to determine if the child has a disability and to identify their educational needs.
This evaluation is provided at no cost to the parents.

4. Eligibility Determination: Based on the evaluation results, a team of professionals, including
the parents, will determine if the child is eligible for special education services. If the child is
found eligible, an Individualized Education Program (IEP) will be developed to outline
the specific services and supports the child will receive.

How Does Child Find Impact Your Child?

Child Find is crucial because it ensures that children with disabilities are not overlooked and receive
the support they need as early as possible. Early identification and intervention can
significantly improve educational outcomes for children with disabilities. Here’s how it can impact
your child:
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1. Access to Services: Through the Child Find process, your child can gain access to special
education services, therapies, and other supports tailored to their unique needs.

2. Individualized Support: If your child has a disability, an IEP will be created specifically for
your child that sets personalized goals and outlines the services they will receive to help
them succeed academically and socially.

3. Parental Involvement: As a parent, you are a vital part of the Child Find process. Your
insights and concerns are integral to the evaluation and development of your child's
educational plan.

4. Legal Protections: Child Find ensures your child’s right to a free and appropriate public
education (FAPE) is upheld. This means the school is legally required to provide the
necessary services and supports for your child to access and benefit from their education.

What Can You Do as a Parent?

Being proactive and informed is key to ensuring your child receives the support they need. Here
are some steps you can take:

1. Stay Informed: Understand your child’s rights under IDEA and the services available
through Child Find.

2. Communicate: Maintain open lines of communication with your child’s teachers and school
administrators. Share any concerns you have about your child's development or learning
progress.

3. Request an Evaluation: If you suspect your child may have a disability, don’t hesitate to
request an evaluation. Parents have the right to request an evaluation for their child at
any time.

4. Participate: Be actively involved in the evaluation process and the development of your
child’s IEP. Your input is invaluable in creating an effective plan that meets your child’s
needs.

Child Find is a vital program designed to ensure that children with disabilities are identified and
receive the educational support they need. By understanding how Child Find works and engaging
in the process, you can help secure the best possible educational outcomes for your child.
Remember, you are your child’s strongest advocate, and your involvement is essential to their
success. If you have any questions or need further information, don’t hesitate to reach out to
hello@loveyourschool.org. We want to hear from you!

More Resources:

FAQs: Child Find - ADE

What is Child Find? - Understood.Org

https://23541029.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/23541029/LYS%20Articles/How%20to%20Request%20an%20Evaluation%20One-Pager%20(2).pdf
mailto:hello@loveyourschool.org
https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/child-find
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/child-find-what-it-is-and-how-it-works


The Child Find Mandate: What Does It Mean to You? - Wright's Law

Special Education Tip-of-the-Day: Evaluations/Meetings - Arizona Center for Disability
Law

FAQs: Timelines - Arizona Department of Education

Evaluating School-Aged Children for Disability - Center for Parent Information and
Resources

Requesting an evaluation - Understood.Org
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